Abstract: Roldana riparia is described from Huehuetenango, Guatemala (Municipio de Chiantla). The genus Roldana is abundant in montane forests of Guatemala (nine species) and the new species is endemic to the Sierra Cuchumatanes.
In 2009, the authors discovered an herbarium voucher at BIGU that appeared to be a distinct taxon in Roldana La Llave (Asteraceae: Senecioneae) that did not resemble other species collected in Guatemala. A subsequent field visit to the Sierra de las Cuchumatanes in western Guatemala confirmed the discovery of the new taxon, which is described below. RHIZOMATOUS SUFFRUTESCENT HERBS erect to scandent, 1.0-2.5 m tall; most basal stems woody, pilose, striate; young stems glabrous, striate. LEAVES simple, palmatelyveined, petiolate; petioles 8-18 cm long, pilose to hispidulose, trichomes tawny; blades reniform, 6-12 cm long, 8-15 cm wide, 8-12 shallow lobes, margins with callose denticles, leaf base cordate to truncate at base, adaxial surface dark green and strigulose, abaxial surface sparsely strigulose. HEADS numerous, arranged in terminal rounded cymes 5-8 cm wide, ultimate peduncles 7-11 mm, floccose. PHYLLARIES uniseriate, 7-8, 7-8 mm long, 1-2 mm wide; brown in the center, mammilate, apex villose. RAY FLORETS pistillate, 7-8, 18-20 mm long, ligules yellow, 9-11 mm long, 2-4 mm wide. DISC FLORETS 14-18, yellow, 12-14 mm long; corolla tube 6-7 mm long. CYPSELAE glabrous, brown, 1-2 mm long, 8-10 ribs; pappus of numerous white bristles; 7-8 mm long.
Roldana riparia
Roldana is distributed from the Arizona-Mexico border to Panama, with most species occurring at elevations between 1500-3000 meters (Funston, 2008) . The genus of herbs, shrubs, and small trees consists of 49 species and is a common floral component of montane ecosystems, especially in Central to Southern Mexico and Guatemala.
Roldana riparia is morphologically similar to R. lanicaulis with its reniform leaves but differs from this taxon in having 7-8 phyllaries versus 10-13 in the latter species, 14-18 disk florets versus 7-12, and the abaxial leaf surfaces are sparsely strigulose while in R. lanicaulis the abaxial surfaces are lanate tomentose. The other species in Guatemala do not have reniform leaves. Ecologically, this new species is unique in the genus as the three known populations occur immediately adjacent to a water source (Fig. 3) Only the three cited populations are known of Roldana riparia. Prior to this discovery, ten species of Roldana had been collected in Guatemala. Two species, R. gilgii and R. greenmanii have relatively restricted geographic ranges (i.e., Chiapas, Mexico, and Guatemala) and are considered endemic (Funston, 2008; Nash & Williams, 1976) .
